
East District Council 

November 13, 2012 

Capitol Hill Branch – Seattle Public Library 

6:00 pm 

Minutes 

In Attendance:   

John Akamatsu – Capitol Hill Community Council 

Dennis Saxman – Capitol Hill Resident 

Andrew Taylor – Miller Park Community Council 

Elaine King – Montlake Community Club 

Anita Bowers – Montlake Community Club 

Mike Kent – Capitol Hill Resident 

Mike Archambault – Capitol Hill Resident 

 

Staff:  Karen Ko, Neighborhood District Coordinator 

 

The meeting was called to order by Andrew Taylor at 6:00pm. 

 

October Minutes –  

The October meeting minutes of the EDC were approved (Taylor/King - M/S/P) and the agenda 

was amended to include a brief presentation by Mike Kent on two projects for the Bridging the 

Gap Large Project Fund.  

 

Mike Archambault will be late for the meeting tonight. 

 

There is a change of meeting place for the December meeting, the Cal Anderson Shelter House. 

 

The Seattle City has a list serve that Andrew suggested we use for Meeting Announcements and 

city services. 

 

Bridging the Gap and the Neighborhood Parks and Street Fund –  

NDC Karen Ko described the upcoming processes for both the Bridging the Gap Large Project 

Fund ($100,000 plus) and the Neighborhood Parks and Street Fund (formerly the Neighborhood 

Project Fund, less than $90,000).  The Large Fund application process has opened up for the 

third and final round in the 9 year Bridging the Gap Levy.  These funds can be used for projects 

addressing major infrastructure street work.  The Neighborhood Parks and Street Fund is an 

annual funding cycle.  These monies are available for street and/or park repair, renovation work 

which is less than $90,000.   

Important points about both funds: 

Bridging the Gap Large Fund –  

 Applications are on the Seattle Department of Transportation website. 

 Applications are due on December 17. 

 District Councils must submit their top 3 project by January 31
st
. 

 SDOT will review and assess those top 3 projects from each District Council and get 

feasibility analysis and cost estimates back to the District Councils. 



 District Councils rank the three projects and submit their ranking to SDOT/DON by 

June 30. 

 BTG Levy Oversight Committee will then rank all projects and submit their 

recommendations for funding to City Council. 

 Approved projects will be planned and designed in 2013 – 14 and built in 2014 – 15. 

 

Neighborhood Parks and Street Fund –  

 Applications are on the Seattle Department of Transportation website. 

 Applications are due February 4. 

 February/March – District Councils review and select top 3 projects. 

 SDOT/Parks conducts feasibility and cost estimates.  Returns this information to 

District Councils. 

 June/July – District Councils rank the three projects. 

 October/November – City Council considers recommendations and adopts the 2014 

budget. 

 

 

Bridging the Gap Large Project funds is in process. You can review and apply on line.  

Applications are due December 17
th

. 

Neighborhood Matching Fund-Large Projects-Citywide Review Team process        

Large Projects: Bridging the Gap, over $100K.  First year applicants invited to view projects.  

People felt they did not get a fair chance.  The District Council looked into it and the 2
nd

 time, 3 

projects were reviewed.  

We were encouraged to go to SDOT’s web site to see where the process is, December 17
th

 is the 

deadline.  By the end of January District Councils will review the projects and narrow the 

District’s  projects down to three.  After getting feasibility and cost estimates from SDOT the 

District Council will rank the three.  There was a general discussion on this process.  

Karen proposed that we invite the applicants to present their projects to us at the January 

meeting.  

 

Mike Kent presented two projects he and some neighbors will be submitting – the first is a 

project he has been working on for years with neighbors on the Capitol Hill along 12
th

 Avenue 

including two cross walks at Howell Street,  a Curb Bulb at Harrison and 12
th.

   

 

The second proposal was a Melrose Promenade for traffic calming with a wider sidewalk, 

benches and artwork. 

 

Miscellaneous Issues –  

 

December meeting - Andrew invited Councilmember Conlin to the December 10
th

 meeting to 

discuss the micro-housing.  This entails small units of “pod-like” apartments that will increase 

density, but without any design review or required parking.  There is an example of one ne of 

24
th

 on John Street.  

 

District Council -  There was a discussion regarding District Council Meetings in 2013.  Is there 

a need for monthly meetings when there is no agenda of importance?   Anita asked if some 



issues/information could be shared or actually solved through an EDC Forum.  Andrew 

announced he was considering building a blog for the East District’s Council.   

As another potential issue for 3013, the issue of views that were to be impacted by proposed re-

zoning in South Lake Union.  

There was a general discussion on the Sound Transit stations and their performance.  

Mike Archambault, the East District Council’s rep on the City Wide Review team shared the 

process of reviewing 18-20 projects for a 50K to 100k grant. He was impressed with the projects 

but felt the weighting of them was not consistent.  There was, however, an opportunity to 

critique the process. The mural project for Capitol Hill was funded.  

 Capitol Hill is launching a design forum next year for architects and developers to present their 

projects.  

Montlake shared their current focus on a Traffic Management Plan to manage the current traffic 

issues and the impact of 520 proposed construction. 

Anita asked if any of the communities had programs to assist their senior citizens who might 

need help and Karen recommended NEST, a program that helps to keep Seniors in their homes. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.  

                                                 

 

Submitted, 

Anita Bowers, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


